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Continued from page 5 “Focus on Craig County”...

In pioneer days it was customary for the
“cow men” to drive thousands of long horn
cattle each year from Texas to this section to
be fattened for market on the abundant broad
prairie pastures. The soil and climate of this
section are well adapted to the production
of corn, wheat, oats, alfalfa, prairie hay and
some cotton. The climate produces peaches,
apples, grapes and berries. More attention is
being given to diversification of crops and to
systematic farming now than in the days when
the cow puncher reigned supreme. In this work
the county farm agents and the agricultural
schools of the state are rendering valuable This county courthouse was built in 1920 and is on the
assistance. National Register of Historic Places.

The county seat,Vinita, is the second oldest
town in the state. Established in 1871 when
two railroads, the Atlantic & Pacific, and the
Missouri-Kansas-Texas, were extended to the
area, it was first called Downingville. Later the
town’s name was changed to Vinita, in honor
of Vinnie Ream, the sculptress who created
the life-size statue of Abraham Lincoln at the
United States Capitol.

During these early days, the town was
built principally of tents and board shanties,
occupied for the most part by whisky peddlers
and toughs. Brawls and fights were frequent

and now and then a man would be killed.There Vintage postcard of The Glass House Restaurant which
were no section lines in the Cherokee country straddles the Will Rogers Turnpike long before it was
in those days and the town was surveyed McDonalds.

parallel with the Katy railroad which runs
through the town at an angle of 43 degrees
east.That accounts for the streets not running
square with the points of the compass.
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Vinita grew fast and many fine homes and
buildings were built, many of which continue
to stand today. Several of these homes had
electricity in those early days as Vinita was
the first town in Oklahoma to establish the
new service.

During the days when railroad travel was
glamorous,Vinita became home to one of the
many popular Harvey House Restaurants.
Unfortunately there is no sign of the Harvey Now the structure is said to be the largest McDonalds
House today. In the 1920’s the Center 3 in the nation.
Theatre was built, one of the earliest in the
state.Today, it continues to operate, offering first run movies to residents and visitors alike. Called “America’s
Crossroads,’ the term is fitting as Route 66, Interstate 44, U.S. Highways 69 and 60, and State Highway 2
Continued on page 7...
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Area: 763 square miles
2008 Real Property Assessed Valuation: $54,061,902
2008 Personal Property Assessed Valuation: $11,579,576

Continued from page 6 “Focus on Craig County”...

ng travelers and motor freight carriers to the town. In addition,Vinita continues to be an intersection

point for the Burlington Northern and Union Pacific Railroads.

There are several historic buildings inVinita from the time before Route 66, including the Craig County

Courthouse and the Hotel Vinita.“Mother Road” icons are plentiful in this fine city.There are many examples
of art deco in the downtown architecture. If you're looking for a bite to eat Clanton’s Cafe is the oldest
continuously run family owned restaurant on Route 66 in Oklahoma.

Straddling the Will Roger’s Turnpike one can find what has been called the “nation’s largest McDonalds”.

is monstrous structure, spanning the four-lane highway, is almost 30,000 square feet. Many may not

aware that this tribute to the “fast-food world” was not always so. Before McDonalds took over the

location, it was home to a restaurant called the Glass House.

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places located in the area:
*  Craig County Courthouse

* Eastern State Mental Hospital

*  First Methodist-Episcopal Church, South

*  HotelVinita

* Randall Tire Company

»  Spraker Service Station

*  McDougal Filling Station

Places of interest and events in the area:

*  The Eastern Trails Museum

*  World’s Largest Calf Fry Festival & Cook-off

*  Battle of Cabin Creek - Civil War reenactment scheduled for Sept. 2010

*  Octoberfest

*  Summerfest Car Show featuring classic cars and muscle cars first Saturday in August.

*  Will Rogers Memorial Rodeo

*  Vinni Ream Cultural Center — honors the first sculptress to be commissioned by the U.S.
Government and is Vinita’s namesake.
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Business Personal Property Schedule for 2010

We appreciate the contributions of those who took part in the development of the Business
Personal Property Schedule. The draft version of the schedule will be available November | on
the Ad Valorem Division webpage. Any comments or recommendations must be submitted to
the Division in writing on or before November 12. Our web page is located at http://www.tax.
ok.gov/adval.html.
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